
Summer 2012 STEM College Experience: Student Scholarship Request Excerpts 
 
The Collaboration between UW-Waukesha Continuing Education and UW-Cooperative Extension- Milwaukee County allowed for 29 
seventh and eighth grade students from Milwaukee’s South Side to attend a weeklong STEM College Program held at UW-Richland. 
Students took STEM (science, engineering, technology, and math) classes throughout the week which included astronomy, ecology, 

biology, archaeology, and forensics. Parents were invited for the last weekend to tour the campus, take a STEM class, and attend the 
graduation ceremony.    

 
7th Grade Student 

I have attended and participated in afterschool STEM classes, and a Saturday 
STEM class at UW-Waukesha.  I enjoyed it and learned a lot. 

I am very interested in engineering.  I want to be part of trying to make the 
world a better place.  I’ve made noodle bridges and tested rolling objects on various 
surfaces, in my STEM classes.  I have learned about friction, force and other stuff.   
 My parents value good education opportunities, and so do I.  I would really love 
to attend the STEM program.  My parents, like many parents in today’s economy, are 
struggling to make ends meet and without a scholarship, I would not be able to 
participate in the weeklong STEM program at UW-Richland Center.  Thank you for your  

                                                                              attention.  
 

 8th Grade Student 
 People think just because I go to a Milwaukee Public School means that I get into 
trouble and that I don’t try in school.  Those people would be wrong, I try my hardest and 
put full effort into everything I do. 
 A scholarship will help because my family won’t have the money to send me to UW-
Richland without the scholarship.  The college experience will also teach me more about my 
favorite subjects: math, science, and technology.   
 To enter college, I plan to do everything in my ability to get there.  I will prepare by 
entering extra curriculum such as STEM and student government.  Other school factors are 
high GPA, perfect attendance, and math tutoring. 
 My current goals are to graduate from Humboldt Park K-8 Charter School and then 
go and try my hardest at Rufus King IB High School.  After graduating high school I plan to go to college, I might start with a two year 
college and then go to a four year college or just right away go to a four year college.  When out of college I would like a job in 
science or mathematics.   

 
7th Grade Student 
The reason why I think I should receive this scholarship is because one day I want to be 
a person out there known for their amazing talents in math, biology, technology. I want 
to know a lot of things in life. I promise you if you give me this opportunity I will not fail 
you, ever. My interests in STEM projects are the new things I get to learn. For example, I 
have to learn where the weight mostly goes if you would build a spaghetti bridge or it 
would just fall easily. My steps to get into college are get good (excellent) grades and a 
scholarship; get into an excellent high school. Work to get a lot of money for college, do 
my best to get all A’s in high school. Future plans: entrepreneur, scientist, engineer, 
doctor.   
 

 

7th Grade Student 

I believe I should get this scholarship because I want to be a successful person in life.  It 
seems like a fun program during the summer.  I would like to have a good life, a good 
education, and have a great future for my kids. I believe I should get the scholarship 
because I work hard, try my best in school and turn in work on time.  What interests 
me in STEM subjects are science and math.  These interest me because we do a lot of 
experiments and it is nice to understand why did this happens? Math interests me 
because I have a hard time with it, and really takes me up a lot time to solve a solution.  
Engineering is really cool too, I have a lot of fun building stuff.  Some steps that I will 
take to get into college are going to afterschool programs, being prepared and 



 

 

responsible student, and studying hard.  Going to after school programs is a great start. Being prepared and responsible student will 
help because a responsible student is something you need to be by college, so that means turn everything in by deadlines.  Also 
studying hard can get you good grades, and if you get good grades you can get a scholarship for college.  My future plans are simple 
but can be challenging to reach.  One of my plans is to get A’s and B’s only on my report card for High School.  The second is to be 
better in math a subject I struggle with.  Third is to graduate from high school.  Fourth is to get in a good college.  Last it is to 
graduate from college.   

 
 7th Grade Student 

   I am very interested in the STEM program.  The main reason that I am 
interested in STEM is because science and mathematics have always been my favorite 
subjects in school.  These two subjects comprise half of STEM: Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics.  Without science and math there would be no engineering 
or technology.  To me, math is the basis of STEM because without math there would be 
no physics, chemistry or other sciences and without science, engineering and technology 
wouldn’t exist.  I would love to be given a chance to have a college experience.   
 I have had the opportunity to attend a STEM program along with other students 
from my class earlier this year.  It was a very good learning experience for me and it 

reinforced my belief that I would want to have a college career that involved both math and science.  I am a very hard working 
student and would love the opportunity to participate in a college experience at my young age.   
  Although I am only a seventh grader, I am already taking steps that will help me get accepted into college  to 
accomplish that goal, I know I have to get into a good high school where I plan to study hard and receive excellent grades.   
 After graduating from high school, I would like to be accepted into a reputable engineering school such as University of 
Wisconsin-Madison or the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  I am interested in several engineering fields such as civil 
engineering and electrical engineering.  At this point of my young life I have not determined which field of engineering suits me the 
best but going to the UW-Richland Center might just help shape my future plans.  I plan to have a STEM future. 
 I hope you accept my application to attend the UW-Richland center.  If you do, I will learn the most that I can out of this 
week to excel my knowledge of STEM.  I will not let you down.   

 
7th Grade Student 
 I was thinking real hard about what I want to be, multiple things when through 
my head; a linguist, a surgeon, a doctor, a vet, a graphic designer, or even working for 
the coast guard or air force.  I’ve decided I want to be a surgeon I’ll probably change my 
mind a hundred times before I get to college, but whatever I pick I realized I will need to 
be skilled with technology.  My future is crucial to me; whatever I do I want to be 
successful. 
 It wasn’t until recently that I really wanted to even go to college, but then STEM 
came along and changed my whole perception of everything.  It’s taught me so much, 
it’s unbelievable!  I love how in STEM you get to not only learn about science, technology, engineering, and math.  You get to learn 
about different jobs and careers, plus you get to learn about different colleges too.  STEM prepares you for the future and now that 
the economy is struggling it’s as important as ever to have the kids of this generation taught, which is exactly what STEM is doing.   
 I want to get this scholarship because I want to learn so much, when my grandpa died of cancer I silently promised myself I 
would change the medical field.  This is really important to me and I know that I have like six years of college to get me far enough to 
do anything, is I want to start early.  Life is short and I want to be part of it, not just watch it go by.   
 
 

For more information, please contact Eva Terry at 414-256-4627 or eva.terry@ces.uwex.edu. 
 

University of Wisconsin, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating. An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin Extension 

provides equal opportunities in employment and programming, including Title IX and American with Disabilities (ADA) requirements."  

Visit our website at:  www.milwaukeecounty4-H.org  
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