
 

Vol. 5  Issue  2 

Coop er at ive Extension

The publication contains pertinent information on 4-H county activities and educational trainings.  However, we need 
more  involvement from 4-H clubs and members.   Please help us by providing the 4-H office with articles of whatôs  
happening in your club, community or neighborhood. The Milwaukee Co. UW-Cooperative Extension Office is open 
from 8:00 am  until 4:30 pm. UW-Cooperative Extension is located at 9501 West Watertown Plank Road, Building A,        
Wauwatosa, WI 53226. 
 

    UW-Extension Youth Development Staff  includes: 

 
Demetrius Brown, Youth Development Educator  414 -256-4620  Mary Thiry, 4-H SET Coordinator 414-256-4622 

 

Michelle Gonzalez,  Program Coordinator 414-256-4626   Ira Harris, 4-H  Data Entry .414-256-4621 

 

Wisconsin Relay Dial : 711 
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      Featured Events/Opportunities:  

 Art Lab East  

Major Trips, Awards, and Honors Interviews 

 Photography Project Leader Training 

 Explore 4-H STEM Training  

 The Big Squat! 

 Art Beat South 

 Explore 4-H Thursdays and Saturdays! 

 4-H Day with the Milwaukee Bucks 

 

Milwaukee County 4-H Clubs 
There are 11 community 4-H clubs with 100+         

members. The 4-H club provides real-life experiences 

for youth through practical, hands on educational pro-

grams for youth in grades K-13. 

 

  Atlas Super Kids 4-H  Club 

 

Brown Deer 4-H Club 

 

Franklin 4 -H'ers  

 

Hillside 4-H Club  

 

Northstar 4-H Club  

 

Northwest Peacemakers 4-H Club 
 

Positive Place 4-H Club 

 

Seedfolks 4-H Club 

 

South Shore 4-H Club 

 

Walnut Way 4-H Club 
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Milwaukee County 4 -H Calendar  
This Calendar is tentative for the upcoming months and subject to change. Please visit 
the 4-H County website for more updates as the year progresses. Check it out at:  
http://milwaukee.uwex.edu/youth/4h/calendar.cfm  

November 2009  

November 12th  Volunteer Orientation Leader Training 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  at UWEX 

 November 14th Volunteer Orientation Leader Training 9:00 a.m. ï11:30 a.m., held at UWEX 

November 13th,  Deadline to apply for 4-H Trips, Awards and Honors.   

November 14th  Washington County Art Discovery Days, Washington County fair Park 

November 17 ðLeaders Association Board of Directors Meeting 6:45 p.m. 

November 19 th The Big Squat at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

November 19th  Photography Leaders Training at Milwaukee Co. Extension Office 

November 21st  Award and Trip Interviews at Milwaukee Co. Extension Office 

November 27th  Furlough Day: Milwaukee County Extension Office is closed. 

December 2009  

Charter applications are due December 1, 2009.   

December 1,  Reenrollment forms are due back in the 4-H office 

December 2, 4-H Club Officer Training at 4-H Office 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

December 5th & 6th  Art Lab East, at Milwaukee Co. Extension Office 

December 10th, Explore 4-H Thursday for home school families 

December 16th, 6:00ð8:00 p.m. Photography Leaders Training  

December 31st, Application due for outbound international trips 

2010 Dates to Remember:  

January 4th, Furlough Day: Milwaukee County Extension Office is closed 

January 7th, Explore 4-H home school families 

January 9th , Live model horse show 

January 23rd, New family orientation 

June 21 -24, 2010 Wisconsin 4-H Youth Conference,  

July 20 to July 22, Todd Wehr Nature Center 4-H Summer Day Camp Week #1  

July 27 to July 30, 4-H Summer Day Camp Week# 2  

June 2010 . Wilderness Canoe Trip/Camp, Haven woods State Forest 

 

             HAPPY THANKSGIVING  

FROM THE 4-H STAFF 
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Leaderôs Notes: 

Youth Protection/Adult Volunteer  
Orientation:  

      

Thursday, November 12 6:00 p.m. -8:30p.m.  
or  

Saturday, November 14th 9:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m.  

 
All trainings are held at  
the Extension Office. 

 

Do you know an adult who  
wishes to become a certified  4-H Leader?    

 
 All 4-H Leaders complete a certification process.  
Orientation workshops will be held for all newly  
enrolled 4-H adult volunteers.  The Youth Protec-
tion  Process consists of four steps: 

Attend a volunteer training                                             
(2.5 hour commitment) 
Sign a list of volunteer behavior                   
guidelines annually 
Authorize a confidential records check through 
the Department of Justice. 
Fill out two forms: Adult Enrollment Form annu-
ally and Adult Volunteer Applications 

    
These four steps complete the 4-H volunteer          
certification process.  All forms are on the Milwau-
kee County 4-H Website under the Join 4-H Link. 
Four-H has prided itself in being a proactive youth-
serving organization with an excellent reputation of 
providing a healthy and safe environment for its 
members.  This is one more step to assure the 
quality of the program. Michelle Gonzalez conducts 
youth protection trainings on a bi-monthly basis or 
as needed.  Please contact Michelle Gonzalez.   

 
Help us beautify our display case.  
 
The display case in the UWEX entry is empty.  The   
4-H Office is looking for youth to create a club 
display in the case. Each month displays will 
change as clubs take turns. Clubs can create  
displays promoting 4-H  events, show some 4-H 
projects, or educate other youth on an educa-
tional topic.   Contact Michelle Gonzalez with the 
display idea and your clubõs preferred month to 
reserve the display.  
 

      

 

Milwaukee County 4 -H Website:  
 
The website is updated regularly. Some special  
features are additions to the site in 2009: 

 
  Club Contact List  
  Enrollment Forms/Enrollment Guide   
  2009 ï2010 4-H Calendar 
  Issues of 4-H News In Action 
  4-H Family Handbook  
County Fair, Contest, and Festival Info.  
Recognition Forms  

 
Visit the website: 
http://milwaukee.uwex.edu/youth/4h  
 

A NOTE ABOUT REGISTRATIONS:  
 
Applications or registration forms can be found on 
the Milwaukee County 4-H website under the 
Forms link . 
 
Or, the hyperlink will be posted next to the event 
which will take you to the registration 
forms at the organizationôs website. If you do not 
have access to the Internet, please contact Michelle 
Gonzalez to receive a paper copy of the applica-
tions or forms. These papers will be mailed to you or 
faxed from our offices. 

 
A note about postponed or  
 canceled countywide meetings . .  

 
The Program Coordinatorôs telephone features a 
recorded message which notifies families if a county 
wide 4-H event or meeting is canceled for any rea-
son. Call (414)256-4626 or dial 711 for Relay. 
 
Any countywide 4-H events and meetings  
canceled only due to bad weather will be  
broadcasted on these television news stations: 
WMTJ 4, Fox 6, Channel 12, CBS 58. 
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Leaderôs Notes: 

 

4-H Resource Room  
 

On your next visit to the Extension Office, 
make sure to visit the 4-H Resource Room. It is 
available to any adult and youth leader enrolled in 
4-H. The resources were funded by the Milwaukee 
County 4-H Leaders Association and other funders to 
support the leadership development of 4-H volunteers. 
Room Features:  
 
Å Curriculum for over 40 different project areas 
Å Science and Technology experiments 
Å Meeting and workspace for 4 people 
Å 4-H Promotional Materials 
 
Hours of Operation  
The room is open Monday thru Friday 8:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. or as needed after hours. It is locked 
when not in use. Speak with Ira Harris or Michelle 
Gonzalez when you wish to use the room. 
 
Borrowing Policies  
Visitors are asked to sign the visitorôs book and 
check out materials on a borrowerôs sheet. Curriculum 
and other instructional materials are labeled 
with a colored dot to indicate which materials 
can be borrowed or stay at the Extension Offices. 
 
The room must remain locked when it is not in use. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Room Reservation Procedure:  

 
4-H Club leaders and 4-H Groups are welcome to 
use the facilities here at the Milwaukee Co. UW-
Cooperative Extension Offices. A portion of your 
membership fees fund the room rental at the Ex-
tension Office.  If you wish to reserve room for a      
4-H club meeting or 4-H event, please email or 
call Ira Harris and copy Michelle Gonzalez with 
your request. 
 
Please submit your request five business  
days in advance of the scheduled 4-H 
meeting. This time frame will assist our staff or 
volunteer in ensuring that your request can be ful-
filled. 
 
All volunteers who use facilitates at the 4 -H Of-
fice are required to sign and complete the 4 -H 
Building Access Policy before the reservation.  
The signed copy must be filed with the Extension 
Directorôs Office. 
 
Currently, two members of Leaders Board of  
Directors have offered to help leaders access the 
office building during non-business hours. 
 
After you make your reservation with Ira, you can 
contact Laura or Mark via email.  Their email ad-
dresses are below. 
 
Laura Brushaber             Mark Watkins Senior 
lbrushaber@wi.rr.com     MWWSR@aol.com  
 
 
 

 

4-H In Action Articles  
  

Clubs and Groups are asked to have their 
membership write a paragraph and submit 
pictures for the 4-H In Action to Ira Harris.  
As of November 1st, Ira Harris will be col-
lecting all articles and submissions to the 

newsletter. 
 

Please contact Ira Harris at 414-256-4621 
and ira.harris@ces.uwex.edu. 

Submission Dates for 4 -H In Action  
 
Submission for Next 4-H In Action are due  
Monday, December 14th. 
 
JanuaryðFebruary 2010 edition will be published 
the first week in January. 



4-H Photography Project Leader  
Trainings   

 
Thursday November, 19th 6:00 p.m.ð 8:00 p.m. 

AND 
Wednesday, December 16th 6:00 p.m.ð 8:00 p.m. 

at the Milwaukee County UW-Cooperative Extension  
 

Open to all adult volunteer leaders and youth older members who 
wish to teach other youth about photography . 

 
These two introductory trainings are designed to help adult leaders and youth mem-
bers acquire knowledge and skills about 4-H photography projects in order to teach the 
basics of photography to their club members.  These trainings will be co-taught by Jill 
Wesolowski, Photography Leader, and Michelle Gonzalez, 4-H Program Coordinator. 
 
Training One: Thursday, November 19th 
Those attending training one will receive a resource binder and other teaching tools to 
use with your club.  These tools are provided free of charge.  A door prize drawing will 
occur with those who attend the training. 
This session includes: 
Ā Introduction to becoming a project leader 
Ā How to plan and conduct a series of 8 photography project meetings? 
Ā 5 different activities that you can take back to your club. 
RSVP to Jill Wesolowski by Monday, November 16th for training one.  Jill can be con-
tacted via email at  jillwes@yahoo.com or 414-403-6193.   
 
Training Two: December 16

th
 ð  $7.00 Registration Fee for this session only!  

Those attending the training will receive a copy of the Level One 4-H National Project 
Curriculum called Focus On Photography. 
Ā Participants will learn how to teach youth members: 

Ā   Lighting 
Ā   Point of View 
Ā   Trick Photography 
Ā     Creating a photo story. 

 
RSVP to Jill Wesolowski by Monday, December 14th for training two.  Jill can be con-
tacted via email at  jillwes@yahoo.com or 414-403-6193.   
 
Things to Bring:  
Ā Your camera and manual to each training.  

Ā Resource Binder to training Two.  
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4-H Charters Updates  
 

All 4 -H Charter Applications are 
due  December 1st, 2009 to the 4 -H 

Office.  
 

Did you know?  4-H Clubs must have 
a  4-H Charter.        

 
The 4-H Charter formally recognizes a 
groupôs affiliation with 4-H and grants the 
group permission to use the 4-H Name 

and Emblem (Clover).  It provides the per-
mission for the 4-H Club to be a subsidiary 
of the National 4-H Headquarters and eligi-
bility for federal tax exemption status.  All  
4-H groups and committees that use the   
4-H Name and Emblem and handle fi-

nances and have a checkbook must be 
chartered.  This includes accepting dona-

tions and fundraising. 
 

REMINDER FOR  NEW AND RENEWING 
4-H CLUBS 

 
The 4-H Clubs should send a club rep-
resentative to the 4 -H Club Leadership 
meeting to complete the requirements 
for chartering.  
 
 One more meeting will be scheduled 
for November for those who were un-
able to attend the October meetings.  
Contact Michelle Gonzalez with ques-
tions.  

 

Enrollment Updates  
 

     Club Leadership should hand-in reenrollment 
forms by December 1st, 2009 .  New enrollment is 
excepted on an ongoing basis. 
 

  A Friendly Reminders :  
 

Members need to complete the 4-H Member Code 
of Conduct  and submit it to the clubôs leadership 
with their enrollment.   

 
All forms should be returned to the clubôs lead-
ership.  The clubôs advisor, youth member, and 
parents must sign the form .  

 
 Then, the club leadership will submit the forms and 
membership donations to the office on behalf of 
their clubôs membership.    

 
Families and individual volunteers are asked not to sub-
mit their enrollment forms to the office. 
 

Thank you for your help on this matter.  

 
Changes to the Enrollment (Project) Guides  

 
Project areas have also been grouped under one 
project title.  For example, Arts and Crafts include 
several types of crafts such as ceramics, painting, 
basketry, etc.   

 
    Youth members should sign up for this one  
     project area if they are interested in learning  
     about one or several art/craft medias.  
 

Explanations on the Wisconsin 4-H Youth Develop-
mentôs guidelines for clubs, youth membership, and 
adult leadership.   

 

Enrollment Guides and Forms can be 
downloaded at:  
milwaukee.uwex.edu/youth/4h/join.cfm.  
 

 

Leaderôs Notes: 
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PRESENT: Mark Watkins, Sr., Mark Watkins, Jr., Ellen Deall, Laura Ann Deall, Carol Sims, Sue Rolison, Eddie Be-

noit, Sharon Eberhardt, Tina Mann, Therese Peterson, Michelle Gonzalez, Laura Jeske, Laura Brushaber.  

 

The meeting was called to order at noon by president, Mark Watkins, Jr. and pledges were recited.  

Mark Jr. thanked leaders and parents for their help to the 4-H program this past year.  

 

Mark Jr. reviewed the highlights of the past 4-H year including the summer cookout, Waukesha fair, Harvest Fair, hav-

ing 10 Milwaukee projects exhibited at the State Fair, the exploring 4-H Saturday programs and the newly started 

Thursday program. He also mentioned that there were several articles about Milwaukee County 4-H in local newspa-

pers this past year. Michelleôs being hired as a permanent employee of the Extension office this year and the effort be-

tween the Leaders Association and UWEX staff to improve the working relationship were also improvements made this 

past year. A focus of the office staff and Leaders Association has been to complete all necessary paperwork between us. 

A long time wish was fulfilled this past year when the resource room was set up and resources are now readily avail-

able for all leaders and members to use. The last highlight Mark mentioned was the development of the STEM pro-

gram.  

 

Premium checks were handed out to the three youth members in attendance and the remaining checks were given to 

club leaders present to be handed out to members from their clubs not present today.  

Michelle talked about the STEM program and certificate program to be implemented this year. She also talked about 

the training program for leaders, parents, and older youth with the focus on the areas of digital photography, robotics, 

and exploring 4-H STEM.  

 

Tina Mann received the óAlumni of the Yearô award. Char Ehlert received the óLeader of the Yearô award. Grant 

Cromby of Horse & Carriage received the óFriend of 4-Hô award. The extension office handed out a new award this 

year - it was the ó4-H Family of the Yearô award and it was given to the Coons family.  

Mark Jr. went over the goals for 2009 - 2010. These include: having at least one successful fund raiser, having all  

4-H clubs/groups chartered, working on the new by-laws especially as far as involving more clubs and groups, more 

diversity and representation of minorities, after school groups, and new areas to start 4-H, and day camp development 

for the summer of 2010.  

 

Ed Benoit asked about the audit of the treasurerôs books. Mark Watkins, Sr. said that there was an audit completed last 

year and that this yearôs audit will be conducted within the next six weeks or so. Ed mentioned the external audit that is 

to be conducted periodically and should probably be due this year. Sharon Eberhardt mentioned that the audit cost by a 

professional auditing firm is approximately $3000  

and so has not been done because of this high cost and that the members of the Leaders Association Board of  

Directors did not feel it was necessary.  

 

The 4-H calendar for 2009 and first part of 2010 was distributed and reviewed by Tina Mann. She also gave a quick 

summary about record books and M.E.ôs.  

Elections ï Laura Brushaber had received nominations of Sue Rolison, Mark Watkins, Sr., and Mark Watkins, Jr. for 

the terms on the board of directors. Ed Benoit was nominated, but declined. There were no additional nominations from 

the floor. Sharon moved to accept the slate of directors as nominated. Ed seconded the motion. All in favor.  Ed said 

that he would like to attend the Art Lab for the video production session, but would like to have a youth also attend. 

Michelle said that the deadline was extended until November 13th for Milwaukee County members and leaders. She 

will be putting an article in the next 4-H newsletter.  

Ed moved to adjourn the meeting. Carol seconded the motion.  

 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:55 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Laura Brushaber, Secretary  

 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 4 -H LEADERS ASSOCIATION, INC.  

ANNUAL MEETING  

OCTOBER 24, 2009  
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Milwaukee County Fair 
 

Thank you to following 4-H Leaders and Community Leaders for volunteering 
at the 4-H promotion booth during the Milwaukee County Fair.  These volun-
teers shared their knowledge and passion  by speaking with fairgoers about 
the 4-H Community Club program. Laura Barker, Sue Boyle, Kay Davis, 
Eloisa Gomez, David and Sue Rolison, and Paula Scholz. 
 
                               A VERY special thank you to Kayla, Sue and Sandy 

Coons for organizing and planning the Activity Tables for the 4-H program.  The 
Coon family volunteered each day fair and worked with youth at the county 
fair.  Your dedication and enthusiasm is greatly appreciated!  
 
Also, special thank you to Cathy Vrentas, the creator the National Science Ex-
periment, for visiting us from Madison to conduct the National 4-H Science Ex-
periment with over 60 youth on Sunday afternoon. 

 

 
 

Fall Family Fun Festival  
 

Congratulations to the following award winners at the 
annual Fall Family Fun Festival.   
 

2009 Volunteer of the Year: Char Elhert 
 
2009 4-H Alumni of the Year: Tina Mann 
 
4-H Friend of the Year: Grant Chromy,  
                                     Milwaukee Horse and Carriage 
 
4-H Family of the Year 2009: Sandy and Sue Coons 
 

 

As chairperson of the Events Committee, Carol Sims,  
would, like to thank the following people for helping with 
the 2009 Fall Family Fun Fest on held on October 24, 
2009. 
  
Committee members: Ellen Kay Deall, Laura Ann Deall, 
Michelle Gonzalez, Carol Sims, and  Mark Watkins Sr. 
All the people who provided salad for our luncheon.  
To the 4-H clubs who provided gifts baskets for our raf-
fle.   
 

 

THANK YOU  AND CONGTRAULATIONS  

2009 Award Winners 

2009 Gift Basket Winners 


